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itself, as it probably would, as the ruling power in the
country, the Government would continually live under
the threat of mutiny* I have little doubt that this
state of feeling did actually exist to a very great
extent before 1857. I have, indeed, been led by more
considerations than I have at present time to state, to
the opinion that the Mutiny of that year ought to be
regarded as the break-down and explosion of the
policy which so many persons are anxious, for differ-
ent reasons, to revive under a variety of forms.

Again, the two leading divisions of the native
population are the Hindus and the Muhammadans.
If, therefore, the English Government is to govern on
native principles, it must govern either on Hindu
or on Muhammadan principles, and each course is
impossible. It is impossible for any one but a
Muhammadan to govern Muhammadans, except upon
principles which directly conflict with their funda-
mental articles of belief; and the same is equally true
of Hindus, though the truth may not be so obvious.
Every Government has indeed its own moral and
social standard, which gives colour to its legislation
and to its institutions*

For all these reasons, it seems to me that the
notion that India can be governed through native
agency, and on native principles, is condemned alike
by theory and by practical experience* I feel no
doubt at all, that the only course upon the subject
which it is possible to take is to govern the country
upon European principles.

Inasmuch, however, as this doctrine is liable to